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MAGNA CARTA 
 

SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 
Volume III,  November 2014 

            

 
From the Rector 

 
On Christmas Day in 1864, an Episcopalian service of Morning Prayer was 

offered in Odd Fellows Hall near the Old Plaza in Los Angeles. The Reverend 
Elias Birdsall, a thirty-four year old missionary priest from Indiana summoned 

to Los Angeles by Bishop Kip of San Francisco, presided at the liturgy. The 
Great Drought of 1862-1865 had begun to abate, but the Civil War continued to 
rage.  

 
In 1865 Birdsall’s congregation of St. Athanasius, named for the 4th century 
bishop of Alexandria, occupied its first red brick building near the present City 
Hall. The next April 19th, the priest delivered a public funeral oration following 
the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. That sermon text survives, and 
will be re-read this next April 19th at a commemorative observance.  
 
St. Athanasius became the oldest continuing Protestant house of worship in Los 
Angeles, still flourishing today in the Cathedral Center, residing in Echo Park.  

 
Over the course of the coming year, our Diocese, now comprised of 145 mis-
sions and parishes and extending from Santa Maria in the North to San Juan Ca-
pistrano in the South, and stretching East to Needles, will celebrate 150 years of 
ministry in the Southland. Our Bishop Diocesan, the Right Reverend J. Jon 
Bruno, has christened this year “Horizons & Heritage,” with many mile-stone 
events planned to mark the way. 
 
In 2016 St. Edmund’s Parish will celebrate its 75th anniversary year, placing our 
founding at mid-point in the story of the Diocese of Los Angeles. In 2016 the 
Feast of St. Edmund, November 20th, falls propitiously on a Sunday, so reserve 
that Festal Day now on your busy calendars! 
 
Our endeavors in service to Christ stand on the foundation of those who have 
gone before, and who labored faithfully in their day to build the Church, cele-
brate the Sacraments, proclaim the Gospel, and establish God’s justice in the 
lives of the people they served. As we approach the celebration of the Feast of St. 
Edmund and the 73rd year of the Episcopal Church in San Marino, I am mindful 
of our fore bearers and of their faithfulness. 
 
Deborah and Bob Wycoff hosted a wonderful All Saints’ Day evening Legacy 
Society Cocktail Party November 2nd in gratitude for all of those making provi-
sion for St. Edmund’s Parish in decades to come. We were especially put in mind 
of the Legacy Gift of $73,000 from the Estate of Elizabeth “Libby” Lent re-
ceived this year, and of all those who have joined the Legacy Society, indicating 
their commitment to remember St. Edmund’s in estate planning. 
 

(Continued on p. 2) 

 

St. Edmund’s parish 
is part of the global 

Anglican Communion 
The Most Reverend and Right 
Honorable Justin Portal Welby 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

+ 
 

The Episcopal Church in the 
United States 

The Most Reverend 
Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Primate and Presiding Bishop 

 

+ 
 

The Diocese of Los Angeles 
The Right Reverend J. Jon Bruno 

Bishop Diocesan 
The Right Reverend Diane Jardine 

Bruce 
Bishop Suffragan 

The Right Reverend Mary Glasspool 
Bishop Suffragan 

 

+ 
 

Saint Edmund’s Church 
The Reverend Canon George F. 

Woodward III Rector 
The Reverend Canon Colville Smythe 

Assisting  
 

+ 
 

The Vestry 
Mr. Alan Steinbrecher Senior Warden 

Mr. Brad Martinez, Junior Warden 
Ms. Sylvia Smythe, Clerk 

 
Class of ‘14 

Ms. Michelle Harrington 
Ms. Marguerite Hennacy 

Mr. Brad Martinez 
Mr. Mark Miller 

 
Class of ‘15 
Gail Rolfe 

Carolyn Seitz 
Alan Steinbrecher 
Bill Youngblood 

 
Class of ‘16 
Jim Balbin 

Jose Guerrero 
John Miller 

Sylvia Smythe 



Page 2 

 
LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS 
(as of November 2014) 
If you have made provision for the Parish in your Estate Planning and  
are not here listed, kindly inform Office and Rector! 
 
Jeanne & Robert DeKruif 
Art Dewey 
Jane & Tom Glover 
Mimi & Charles Hanzel 
Michelle and Ron Harrington 
Jan & Charles Haupt 
Marguerite and Hal Hennacy 
Helen Henrickson 
Katherine and Paul Johnson 
Jeanie Kemp 
Catherine & John McCourt 
Carlene & John Carlene Miller 
Walter Norton 
Pamela Payne 
Julie & John Quinn 
Pamela & Bob Risinger 
Nan Schow 
Janet & Emmons Sebenius 
Carolyn and George Seitz 
Michael Adam Smith 
Sylvia & The Reverend Canon Colville Smythe 
Kevin & Kathryn Sweeney 
Joanie Tsagalakis 
The Reverend Canon George Woodward III 
Deborah & Robert Wycoff 
Billie Youngblood-Knolle 
 
MEMBER NECROLOGY 
Margaret Campbell 
Elizabeth Lent 
Louisa Martineau 
Nancy & James  Munroe 
Joan Norton 
Howard Schow 
Annie Lou & Walter White 
Louise Wolters 
 
       GFW+ 

(Cont from p. 1) 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 

SCHEDULE 
 
 

 TRADITIONAL ADVENT HYMNS AND SERVICES  
ADVENT ONE, TWO, THREE & FOUR 

8 a.m. in the Chapel 
10 a.m. in the Church (Sunday School & Child Care) 

 
 

 CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DECEMBER 21ST  
ADVENT FOURTH 

Our raucous annual Christmas Pageant at 10 a.m.! 
 
 

 FESTAL CANDLELIGHT EUCHARIST (CHILDREN’S FOCUS) 
DECEMBER 24TH—4:30 P.M. 
Christmas Eve Family Service 

 
 

 FESTAL CANDLELIGHT CHORAL EUCHARIST 
DECEMBER 24TH - 8:40 P.M. Music  

9 P.M.  Liturgy 
The Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist, 

with St. Edmund's magnificent Choir, 
joined by guests from LA Opera Chorus 

The Modern Brass Quintet 

Music of Grabrieli and Bach 

Robert Hovencamp, Organist/Choirmaster 

Choir and Organ music by Chilcott, Forrest, and Southall 

St. Edmund’s Handbell Choir, Sylvia Smythe, Director 

 
 

 CHRISTMAS DAY FESTAL EUCHARIST 
December 25th – 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

 
 

 ORGANIST & CHOIRMASTER, MR. ROBERT HOVENCAMP 
THE REVEREND CANON COLVILLE SMYTHE, ASSISTING 

THE REVEREND CANON GEORGE F. WOODWARD III, RECTOR 
 

(NO CHILD CARE WILL BE PROVIDED ON DECEMBER 24TH) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Sunday School—Pre K Class Sunday School  

Christmas will be upon us sooner than 
we think, and the choir is already prepar-
ing for the Christmas season. Prepara-
tions for our annual Service of Lessons 
and Carols are already underway, which 
will be presented on December 7, 2014 
at 7:30pm. St. Edmund’s Choir will be 
joined again by guests from the Los An-
geles Opera, and we will truly make a joy-
ful sound. We will present music of Alex-
ander Guilmant, Will Todd, Dan Forrest, 
Howard Helvey, Ralph Vaughan-
Williams, and others. A festive reception 
will follow in Fellows Hall. Please mark 
your calendars and join us for this mag-
nificent yearly event. Lessons and Carols 
is an excellent way to start your Holiday 
mood. 
 
The St. Edmund’s Bell Choir, under the 
direction of Sylvia Smythe will be playing 
on St. Edmund’s Day at the 10:00am 
Eucharist, as well as both services on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
Christmas Eve Late Service will feature 
the Modern Brass Quintet, with music 
for Brass and Organ. We look forward to 
their return every Christmas Eve, as they 

fill our sanctuary with glorious music. 
The St. Edmund’s Choir will also be 
joined by several singers from the Los 
Angeles Opera. Join us for an evening of 
fantastic music!  Note the change in ser-
vice time from 10 p.m. to 9 p.m. with 
music beginning at 8:40 p.m.  
 
ORGAN RECITALS FOR THE SPRING  
SEASON HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED. SAVE 
THE DATES!  
 
February 8, 2015 at 4:00 PM - 
Zoltan Varga 
 
February 22, 2015 at 4:00 PM -  
Dr. James Vail 
 
April 19, 2015 at 4:00 PM -  
Dr. Ray Urwin 
 
May 3, 2015 at 4:00 PM -  
Robert Hovencamp 
 
More information on the organ recitals 
will follow in the next Magna Carta. 
 
Robert Hovencamp,  
Organist/Choirmaster 

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT  



Page 5 

CHRISTMAS AT ST. EDMUND’S  

Christmas Flower and Greens -  The 
Altar Guild is making plans for the 
greening of the Chapel and Church for 
the Christmas season.  If you wish to 
offer a memorial and/or thanksgiving 
to honor family or friends during the 
Christmas season, please send the text 

as you would like it to appear in the     
service leaflet, along with your donation 
payable to St. Edmund’s Altar Guild, to 
Isabel Roa in the Church office no later 
than December 17th.   The Altar Guild 
thanks you for your support. 

The Children of Hillsides need our 
help this Christmas season to make 
their holidays bright.  The wish tags will 
be available in the Narthex,  starting on 
November 23rd.  Shop, and return the 
unwrapped gift with the tag attached to 

the Narthex or church office by  
Sunday , December 14th, toys will be 
taken to Hillsides on Monday, Decem-
ber 15th in the  
morning.   

The Altar Guild invites you to join us 
for “The Greening of the Church and 
Chapel in preparation for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas services.   This annual 
event is a wonderful way to begin the 
celebration of Christmas and your help is 
needed.   

We will be hanging wreaths and pew 
swags, adding bows, arranging potted 
poinsettias, and enjoying the spirit of the 
Christmas season as a community.  A 
date will be announced in Edmund’s 
Notes and Sunday Bulletin in the coming 
weeks.   
 

Lessons & Carols—On Sunday, De-
cember 7, 2014 at 7:30pm, St. Edmund’s  
will present their annual Service of  
Lessons and Carols and Choir Con-
cert. The Chancel Choir, joined by 
guests from the Los Angeles Opera and 
Master Chorale, will perform carols and 
anthems by Helevey, Todd, Chilcott and 
Vaughan-Williams.  
 
St. Edmund’s Organist and Choirmaster 
Robert Hovencamp will direct the choir 
and perform Alexander Guilmant’s 
March on a Theme of Handel on St.         

Edmund's magnificent Aeolian-Skinner/
Rosales pipe organ. The program in-
cludes Advent hymns and carols sung by 
the congregation and choir, as well as 
scripture readings for the Advent and 
Christmas season. The Reverend Canon 
George F. Woodward III will preside. 
There will be a festive reception follow-
ing the performance. The concert is free, 
and there is ample parking. We hope you 
will join us for this annual holiday 
event. It’s a great way to start your holi-
day season! 
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MASS ON THE GRASS  

A Good Time Was Had by all!! 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE    
 
 
Wednesday, November 26th, 7 p.m. —Join us for our annual ecumenical celebration of Holy 
Communion as we share gratitude to God on Thanksgiving Eve!  This year is an “away game” at 
Trinity Lutheran Church one block South of St. Edmund’s Parish on San Gabriel Blvd.   Magnifi-
cent Lutheran Pies will follow our worship!  Preacher:  Canon Smythe, Celebrant: Pastor McGee; 
Trinity Lutheran Church.   
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FEAST OF ST. EDMUND 

Baptisms: Joshua Robert Yundt, Rowan Donald Pawley 
 
Burials: James B. Hicks, Elizabeth Norton Stanton  

St. Edmund's Nursery School fami-
lies, alumni, friends and staff enjoyed 
a fabulous Fall Festival held on cam-
pus Friday, Oct. 17th. What a wonder-
ful way to kick off the school year in 

true family fun fashion. 
 
We have much to look forward to as we head into the 
Fall season.  As a reminder,  school will be closed  
November 11th in honor of Veteran's Day. Now 
through November 22nd we will be sponsoring our 
Hillsides Community Donation drive, helping 
young adults make their way back into society.   
 
Beginning November 3 we will be selling Scrip for a 
multitude of vendors. A percentage of your purchase 
goes directly back to the Nursery School and you pay 

no additional fee but enjoy all the benefits of gift cards! 
Stop by our front office for an order form or we 
would be happy to email you a form.  
 
Our Thanksgiving Celebration and Pow Wow  will be 
held  Monday, Nov. 24 th  and 25th for our families 
and Staff. The school will be closed Wednesday, Nov 
26- Nov. 28 in honor of the Thanksgiving holiday.  
 
As a reminder, we offer tours of the Nursery School 
anytime between 9:30-11:00 Monday through Wednes-
day without an appointment. Just stop by and we 
would be happy to answer questions and have you visit 
our campus.  
 
We want to wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving with 
their family and friends.   

NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS   

Join the Rector at 4 p.m. on Sunday, November 9th to learn more about St. Edmund and 
how our Patron marks the world as we prepare for our Patronal Feast observed November 
23rd.   

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER... 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS  
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STEWARDSHIP 2015 
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ST. EDMUND’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
1175 SAN GABRIEL BOULEVARD 
SAN MARINO CA 91118 
(626) 793-9167 
www.SaintEdmunds.org 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


